
the final countdown: The 3 Stages of the Tribulation
Week #24 of a LIVE Bible study series

Week #24 - The 3 stages of the Tribulation (Bible Explanation)



Daniel 12:1: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 

book.”

Matthew 24:21-22, 29: “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 

world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. Immediately after the tribulation of 

those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:”

Revelation 6:12-13: “And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars 

of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 
wind.”

November 1, 1755 - All Saint’s Day, also known as All Hallows’ Day



The Dark Day, May 19, 1780



Stars Falling November 12, 1833



The Great Controversy, page 266.4: “The persecution of the church did not continue throughout the 
entire period of the 1260 years. God in mercy to His people cut short the time of their fiery trial. In 
foretelling the “great tribulation” to befall the church, the Saviour said: “Except those days should be 

shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” 
Matthew 24:22. Through the influence of the Reformation the persecution was brought to an end prior 

to 1798.”

Revelation 13:16-17: “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 

mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the 
mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”

Early Writings, page 85 par. 2-3: “On page 33 is given the following: “I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and 
will be, the separating wall between the true Israel of God and unbelievers; and that the Sabbath is the 

great question to unite the hearts of God's dear, waiting saints. I saw that God had children who do not 
see and keep the Sabbath. They have not rejected the light upon it. And at the commencement of the 
time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more 

fully.”

…"The commencement of that time of trouble," here mentioned does not refer to the time when the 



plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured out, while Christ 
is in the sanctuary. At that time, while the work of salvation is closing, trouble will be coming on the 

earth, and the nations will be angry, yet held in check so as not to prevent the work of the third angel. At 
that time the “latter rain,” or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, will come, to give power to the 

loud voice of the third angel, and prepare the saints to stand in the period when the seven last plagues 
shall be poured out.”

Isaiah 1:4, 7: “Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are 
corrupters: they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are 

gone away backward. Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers 
devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.”

Jeremiah 6:19: “Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, 
because they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.”

Luke 21:10-11: “Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 
And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and 

great signs shall there be from heaven.”

Hosea 8:7: “For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk; the bud 

shall yield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.”

Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 4, 410.2: “When Protestant churches shall seek the support of the secular 
power, thus following the example of that apostate church, for opposing which their ancestors endured 
the fiercest persecution, then will there be a national apostasy which will end only in national ruin.”

Luke 17:29: “But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 

destroyed them all.”

2 Peter 2:6: “And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an 

overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly.”

Country Living, page 8.3: “The time is near when large cities will be swept away, and all should be 
warned of these coming judgments.”

Country Living, page 7.5: “Calamities will come—calamities most awful, most unexpected; and these 
destructions will follow one after another. If there will be a heeding of the warnings that God has given, 
and if churches will repent, returning to their allegiance, then other cities may be spared for a time. But 

if men who have been deceived continue in the same way in which they have been walking, disregarding 
the law of God, and presenting falsehoods before the people, God allows them to suffer calamity, that 

their senses may be awakened.”



Daniel 12:1: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of 

thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 

book.”

Romans 8:34: “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is 

even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

Revelation 15:1: “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven 
last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.

Revelation 16:1-2: “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, 

and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. And the first went, and poured out his vial 
upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the 
beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.”

Joel 2:1-2, 30-31: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the 

inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand; A day of darkness 
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a 
great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to 

the years of many generations. And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, 
and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great 

and terrible day of the Lord come.”

Christian Experience and Teachings, page 187.4: “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great 

prince which standeth for the children of thy people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 

everyone that shall be found written in the book." Daniel 12:1. When this time of trouble comes, every 
case is decided; there is no longer probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living 
God is upon His people.”

Psalm 91:5-10: “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; Nor 

for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand 
shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. •8 Only with 
thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which 

is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague 
come nigh thy dwelling.”

Psalm 37:39: “But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: he is their strength in the time of 
trouble.”



Job 38:23: “Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?”

Revelation 18:4, 6, 11: “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. Reward her even as she rewarded 

you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her 
double. And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more.”

Jeremiah 30:5-7: “For thus saith the Lord; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. 

Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands 
on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alas! for that day is great, so 
that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.”

The Great Controversy, page 648.3: “...They have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob’s trouble; they 
have stood without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God’s judgments. But they have been 

delivered, for they have “washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” “In their 
mouth was found no guile; for they are without fault” before God.”

Isaiah 33:2, 16: “O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, 
our salvation also in the time of trouble. He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the 

munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.”

Psalm 27:5: “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 
shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.”

The Great Controversy, page 614.1: “When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of 
the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. 

The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally 
impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and 
trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, 

persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection 
from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As 

the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will 
be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which came upon 
Jerusalem of old.”

Christian Experience and Teachings, page 100 par. 3: “I saw that the four angels would hold the four 
winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues. These 

plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of 
God upon them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree 

went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time 



of Jacob's trouble. [See Genesis 32.] Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were 
delivered by the voice of God. The one hundred and forty-four thousand triumphed. Their faces were 

lighted up with the glory of God.”

Revelation 22:11-12: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: 
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I 
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” 


